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Community Description

Madison County residents described their community as small, friendly,

and rural. Discussion group participants said the community is generous and

supportive, which is likely due to the strong presence of faith-based organizations. There is a
growing older adult population in Madison County. However, residents also mentioned that the
community struggles with change as it grows and that residents are sometimes resistant to new
ideas. Discussion group participants also highlighted the county’s deep-rooted history and
traditions. Residents said there are a large number of health and human service organizations that
deliver services within the county.

Obesity & Chronic Disease

An ongoing concern in Madison County is the growing number of people struggling with
overweight and obesity and the chronic diseases often linked to these conditions. In addition to
overweight/obesity, local residents most frequently reported being diagnosed with hypertension,
high cholesterol, arthritis/rheumatism, anxiety, depression, and Type 2 diabetes.

The chronic disease rates in Madison County are not
surprising given the proportion of obesity and older
had adults in Madison County. In addition to these chronic
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Top Community Issues

The community survey asked residents about what they qul,'go
perceived to be serious community issues. In Madison ke/’o g ot
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2. Poor or inconvenient public transportation (62.4%) B,,. ac

3. Unemployment (55.9%) q//ey /le

4. Alcohol abuse (55.9%) ’”eg/'oh

5. Lack of jobs for unskilled workers (54.0%)

Community discussion group participants also identified
several community issues including:
= Lack of jobs and educational opportunities
Limited access to affordable housing
Lack of local businesses such as grocery stores
Lack of affordable, reliable public transportation
Difficulties accessing affordable primary and specialty care
Social issues such as poverty, crime, substance abuse, and racial tension
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Lack of recreational opportunities for youth, which contributes to risky behaviors, such as
underage drinking, abuse of prescription drugs, and teen pregnancy
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